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Error  Profile  for  the  Current  Population  Survey  Employment 

Statistics 

By  Barbara  A.  Bailar  and  Camilla  A,  Brooks 


Bureau  of  the  Census,  U.S. 

Introduction 

The  Subcommittee  on  Nonsampiing  Errors  of 
the  Federal  Committee  on  Statistical  Methodol¬ 
ogy  decided  to  illustrate  the  ways  in  which  non¬ 
sampling  errors  can  affect  survey  statistics  by 
constructing  an  error  profile.  The  error  profile 
constructed  relates  to  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS)  and,  specifically,  to  the  statistics 
on  the  level  of  employment.  The  error  profile 
has  been  published  as  Statistical  Policy  Working 
Paper  3:  An  Error  Profile:  Employment  as  Measured 
by  the  Current  Population  Survey  *  prepared  by 
Camilla  A.  Brooks  and  Barbara  A.  Bailar  of  the 
Subcommittee  with  the  advice  of  the  other  Sub¬ 
committee  members  and  considerable  help  from 
other  employees  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  the  possible  ef¬ 
fects  of  nonsampling  or  measurement  errors  on 
survey  statistics,  it  seemed  important  to  the  Sub¬ 
committee  to  identify  all  survey  operations  and 
then  to  look  at  any  differences  between  the 
specification  of  an  operation  and  its  execution. 
Tore  Dalenius,  an  advisor  to  the  Subcommittee, 
suggested  that  an  error  profile  give  a  systematic 
and  comprehensive  account  of  the  survey  opci- 
ations  that  lead  to  a  survey  statistic  and  then  in¬ 
clude  an  assessment  of  the  presence  or  absence 
of  a  deviation  between  the  design  and  execu¬ 
tion,  the  size  of  any  deviation  and  a  measure  of 
the  impact,  if  any.* 

The  CPS  was  selected  as  the  object  of  a  profile 
because  it  is  a  survey  with  a  long  history,  much 
has  been  written  about  it,  a  considerable  amount 

*  Copies  of  this  document  are  available  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents.  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office.  Washington.  D.C.  20402  for 
$2.75.  Stock  No.  003-005-00182-4. 

’Dalenius.  Tore.  ^'Strain  at  a  Gnat  and  Swallow  a  Camel:  or,  the  Problem 
of  Measuring  Sampling  and  Non-sampling  Errors.  “Proceedings  of  the  Social 
Statistics  Section,  American  Statistical  Association,  1977,  pp.  21-25. 
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of  research  has  been  done  on  the  survey 
methods  used,  and  it  is  a  survey  that  produces 
data  on  important  statistics.  Though  the  focus  is 
on  employment  statistics,  much  of  the  discussion 
relates  to  other  statistics  produced  from  the 
survey. 

The  purposes  of  the  error  profile  are  as 
follows: 

1.  to  illustrate  how  an  error  profile  is  created 
in  an  effort  to  encourage  other  statisticians 
to  provide  error  profiles  for  the  major  re¬ 
current  survey  statistics; 

2.  to  compile  in  a  single  document  the  sources 
of  error  and  the  information  that  is  avail¬ 
able  about  these  sources  of  error  and  their 
impact; 

3.  to  illustrate  the  need  for  controlled  ex¬ 
periments  to  measure  nonsampling  errors 
because  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  im¬ 
pact  of  these  errors;  and 

4.  to  stimulate  development  of  a  mathematical 
model  that  will  reflect  the  ways  in  which  the 
errors  from  different  sources  interact. 

This  article  gives  a  brief  description  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  report,  the  highlights  of  the 
findings  for  the  major  survey  operations,  and 
some  conclusions  about  the  usefulness  of  the 
error  profile. 


Organization  of  the  Report 

The  report  is  organized  into  chapters,  most  of 
which  discuss  a  major  survey  operation.  A  de¬ 
scription  is  given  of  the  process  and  then  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  what  is  known  about  possible  errors 
or  biases  arising  from  the  process  follows.  The 
major  operations  studied  are:  •  •  ;.  •/ 
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A.  Sampling  design 

1.  frames 

2.  sample  selection 

3.  quality  control  of  sampling  process 

B.  Observational  design 

1.  data  collection  procedure 

2.  questionnaire  design 

3.  data  collection  staff 

4.  interviewer  training 

5.  quality  control  of  field  work 

C.  Data  preparation  design 

1.  data  input  operations 

2.  cleaning,  editing,  and  imputation 

3.  quality  control  of  data  processing 

D.  Production  of  estimates 

1.  weighting  procedure 

2.  estimation  procedure 

3.  quality  control  of  estimation  procedure 

E.  Analysis  and  publication 


Findings  for  Major  Survey  Operations 

Certain  areas  of  the  survey  operations  have 
received  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  much  is 
known  about  the  limitations  inherent  in  these 
operations.  Other  survey  operations  have  not 
been  studied  extensively  and  little  is  known 
about  the  impact  of  errors  arising  from  these 
operations.  A  brief  summary  of  the  highlights 
of  the  findings  for  each  of  the  operations  listed 
above  is  given. 

Sampling  Design. -The  sampling  design  of  the 
CPS  and  its  implementation  has  been  the  focus 
of  a  considerable  amount  of  work  at  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census.  Efforts  to  improve  the  sampling 
frame  are  ongoing  activities.  The  coverage  bias 
resulting  from  the  sampling  frame  not  com¬ 
pletely  covering  the  entire  universe  of  house¬ 
holds  is  estimated  to  be  on  the  order  of  three 
percent.  However,  there  are  missed  households 
for  reasons  other  than  sampling  frame  deficien¬ 
cies,  and  missed  persons  within  households,  as 
well.  The  impact  of  the  undercoverage  in  the 
1970  census  and  the  additional  undercoverage 
in  the  CPS  is  discussed  and  some  data  are  pre¬ 
sented  about  the  possible  impact  on  employ¬ 
ment  statistics. 

Observational  Design. — The  potential  sources 
of  error  associated  with  the  elements  discussed 
in  this  chapter  are  many,  but  little  is  known 
about  the  existence  or  the  impact  of  any  errors. 
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This  is  an  area  in  which  the  need  for  method¬ 
ological  studies  is  clearly  illustrated. 

The  interviews  are  conducted  in  the  CPS  by 
means  of  a  mixture  of  personal  visits  and  tele¬ 
phone  calls.  No  definitive  data  are  available 
comparing  the  effect  on  labor  force  statistics  of 
these  two  types  of  interviewing  methods,  though 
evidence  is  available  from  other  studies  that  for 
some  statistics,  the  mode  of  interviewing  has  an 
effect  on  the  data.  A  controlled  experiment  is 
currently  underway  to  compare  telephone  with 
personal  visits  for  collecting  labor  force  data. 

Proxy  respondents  are  permitted  in  the  CPS. 
In  fact,  a  household  respondent  answers  for  all 
persons  in  the  household.  Experiments  done 
several  years  ago  show  that  the  use  of  proxy  re¬ 
spondents  may  result  in  slightly  fewer  persons 
being  classified  in  the  labor  force.  No  recent 
data  are  available,  but  a  controlled  experiment 
is  now  in  process. 

A  fair  amount  of  work  has  been  done  to  de¬ 
velop  and  test  the  questionnaire  used  in  the 
CPS.  However,  not  enough  is  known  about  the 
response  quality  when  supplemental  questions 
are  added  to  the  questionnaire  or  the  effect  of 
placement  of  questions.  For  example,  data  are 
shown  that  a  particular  set  of  additional  ques¬ 
tions  on  the  interview  schedule  may  result  in 
more  persons  being  classified  as  employed.  A 
quality  control  program  on  interviewer  per¬ 
formance  yields  a  series  of  useful  measures. 
However  these  measures  cannot  be  translated 
into  a  summary  measure  to  describe  quality  of 
published  data.  A  study  of  interview  variability 
showed  that  there  was  considerable  variability 
among  interviewers  on  employment  items. 

The  method  of  training  interviewers  may  be 
related  to  the  quality  of  survey  statistics.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  a  study  following  a  training  session  de¬ 
signed  to  find  out  about  the  extent  of  errors 
made  by  interviewers  is  described. 

This  chapter  is  long  and  encompasses  many 
survey  procedures.  The  findings  are  quite  vari¬ 
able,  depending  upon  the  complexity  of  the 
procedure.  The  findings  are  fragmentary  and 
illustrate  those  areas  where  knowledge  is  lack¬ 
ing.  More  importantly,  there  is  no  model  by 
which  the  various  pieces  of  information  can  be 
combined  to  describe  their  joint  effects  on  data. 

Data  Preparation  Design. — The  microfilming 
and  FOSDIC  operations  are  under  tight  con¬ 
trols,  and  error  rates  are  presented.  There  is 
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extensive  documentation  on  this  phase  of  the 
survey  operations.  The  effects  on  the  survey 
data  are  minimal. 

Less  is  known  about  the  effects  of  the  editing 
and  imputation  procedure.  Very  little  quantifi¬ 
able  data  are  available.  A  study  on  t+iis  is  now  in 
process. 

Production  of  Estimates. — The  estimation  proc¬ 
ess  is  extremely  complex.  A  great  deal  of  effort 
is  made  in  the  estimation  procedure  to  reduce 
the  variance  of  the  estimates.  However,  some 
aspects  of  the  estimation  procedure  may  them¬ 
selves  increase  the  level  of  nonsampling  error, 
while  other  aspects  may  reduce  the  level.  For 
example,  the  “rotation  group  bias”  or  the  bias 
associated  with  the  length  of  time  a  respondent 
is  in  the  sample,  is  larger  for  estimates  of  level 
with  the  estimation  scheme  used  than  with  an 
intermediate  estimation  procedure. 

The  effect  of  the  weighting  procedure  is  dis¬ 
cussed,  some  problems  in  the  application  are 
shown,  but  the  impact  on  employment  statistics 
is  unknown. 

The  data  are  seasonally  adjusted.  A  discussion 
of  the  seasonal  adjustment  process  is  given,  but 
little  is  known  about  the  impact  of  the  process 
on  the  estimates. 

Analysis  and  Publication. — Analysis  and  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  labor  force  estimates  take  place  at 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  Potential  sources 
of  error  are  discussed,  but  no  data  are  available 
on  the  possible  impact. 

Conclusions 

The  Subcommittee  found  the  project  useful. 
It  was  possible  to  list  the  various  potential 


sources  of  error  and  hypothesize  about  the  pos¬ 
sible  effect.  It  was  very  useful  to  compile  in  a 
single  document  all  the  information  available 
about  these  sources  of  error  and  their  impact. 
The  information  can  be  used  as  an  aid  for: 

1.  a  total  survey  design; 

2.  establishing  a  foundation  for  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  methodological  research  program;  and 

3.  the  improvement  of  some  problem  proce¬ 
dures. 

It  was  extremely  useful  to  see  where  the  gaps  in 
knowledge  about  the  impact  of  nonsampling  er¬ 
rors  occurred.  Also,  the  project  has  spurred  new 
interest  in  developing  a  mathematical  model 
that  will  reflect  the  interaction  of  errors  from 
various  sources. 

Future  Activities 

The  preface  of  the  report  states  that: 

We  expect  that  the  error  profile  approach  will 
prove  useful  to  both  users  and  producers  of 
statistics.  Thus,  it  should  help  to  enhance  the 
users’  appreciation  of  the  limitations  of  the 
statistics.  In  addition,  an  error  profile  may 
guide  the  producers  in  their  efforts  to  iden¬ 
tify  those  survey  operations  which  need  to  be 
redesigned  and/or  controlled  better  in  order 
to  improve  the  quality  of  the  survey  results. 
We  hope  that  in  the  future  error  profiles  will 
be  prepared  for  other  important  Federal 
statistical  series. 

The  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards  plans  to  discuss  among  statistical  per¬ 
sonnel  from  various  Federal  offices  the  results 
of  the  error  profile  prepared  and  the  usefulness 
of  such  an  approach  for  other  statistical  series. 
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Principles  and  Procedures  For  The  Review  and  Maintenance  of 
The  Establishment  Standard  Industrial  Classification  Manual 

(Draft  Proposal) 

Prepared  by  the  Technical  Committee  on  Industrial  Classification* 


A.  Purpose  and  Scope 

This  SIC  was  developed  for  use  in  the  classifi¬ 
cation  of  establishments  by  type  of  economic  ac¬ 
tivity  in  which  engaged.  It  is  a  classification  of 
establishments  rather  than  of  companies  or  legal 
entities  or  enterprises,*  by  kinds  of  business  and 
not  by  occupations  or  commodities.  It  encom¬ 
passes  all  economic  activity. 

The  purposes  of  this  SIC  are  to  facilitate  the 
collection,  tabulation,  presentation,  and  analysis 
of  data  relating  to  establishments  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  uniformity  and  comparability  in  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  statistical  data  collected  by  various 
agencies  of  the  U.S.  Government.  It  is  also  used 


Editor’s  Note. — The  Interagency  Technical  Committee  on 
Industrial  Classification  has  developed  a  draft  of  proce¬ 
dures  and  principles  for  the  1982  revision  of  the  Standard 
Industrial  Classification  Manual.  This  draft  is  being  published 
here  and  in  the  Federal  Regi.ster  for  public  comment.  Com¬ 
ments  should  be  sent  by  February  28,  1979  to: 

Milo  Peterson 

Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards 
U.S.  Department  of  Commerce 
Washington,  D.C.  20230 
Telephone:  (202)  673-7977 

*The  Technical  Committee  on  Industrial  Classification  is 
chaired  by  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards.  The  following  agencies  are  represented  on  the 
Committee:  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Bureau  of  Domestic 
Business  Development,  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis, 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Department  of  Energy,  Employment  and 
Training  Administration,  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  Federal  Reserve  System,  Federal  Trade  Commis¬ 
sion,  General  Services  Administration,  Internal  Revenue 
Service,  International  Trade  Commission,  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission,  Small  Business  Administration,  So¬ 
cial  Security  Administration. 

'  A  separate  classification  for  companies  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  1974  Enterprise  Standard  Industrial  Classification 
Manual. 


by  state  agencies,  trade  associations,  private 
business  and  other  organizations. 

The  basic  purpose  and  objective  of  a  periodic 
review  is  to  update  the  classification  so  as  to 
make  it  possible  to  better  reflect  statistically  the 
existing  industrial  structure  of  the  economy.  It 
should  provide  the  means  for  introducing  new 
industry  detail  resulting  from  economic  growth 
or  technological  change,  as  well  as  for  deleting 
industries  no  longer  significant. 

B.  Principles  for  Review  of  the  Classification 

In  the  review  of  the  structure  and  detail  of 
the  1972  edition  of  the  establishment  SIC  Man¬ 
ual  (as  amended  for  1977),  the  Technical  Com¬ 
mittee  will  be  guided  by  the  general  principles 
described  below.  These  principles  should  also  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  others,  both  within 
and  outside  of  Government,  in  the  preparation 
of  proposed  changes. 

(1)  Structure  of  the  classification 

The  classification  should  conform  to  the  ac¬ 
tual  structure  of  industry  as  it  is  found  to  exist 
in  the  American  economy.  It  does  not,  there¬ 
fore,  follow  any  single  principle,  such  as  the  use 
of  the  products,  market  structure,  the  nature  of 
the  raw  materials,  etc.,  neither  in  its  detail  nor 
in  its  basic  structure.  It  is  a  general-purpose 
framework  which  can  have  its  basic  detail  rear¬ 
ranged  for  various  analytical  purposes. 

(2)  Unit  of  classification 

The  SIC  is  designed  to  classify  the  establish¬ 
ments  according  to  the  kind  of  economic  activity 
in  which  such  units  are  engaged. 

An  establishment  is  an  economic  unit  which 
produces  goods  or  services — for  example,  a 
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farm,  a  mine,  a  factory,  a  store.  In  most  in¬ 
stances,  the  establishment  is  at  a  single  physical 
location  and  is  engaged  in  one,  or  predomi¬ 
nantly  one,  type  of  economic  activity  for  which 
an  industry  code  is  applicable. 

Where  a  single  physical  location  encompasses 
two  or  more  distinct  and  separate  economic  ac¬ 
tivities  for  which  different  industrial  classifica¬ 
tion  codes  seem  applicable,  such  activities 
should  be  treated  as  separate  establishments  and 
classified  in  separate  industries,  provided  it  is 
determined  that:  (1)  no  one  industry  description 
in  the  Standard  Industrial  Classification  in¬ 
cludes  such  combined  activities;  (2)  the 
employment  in  each  such  economic  activity  is 
significant;  (3)  such  activities  are  not  ordinarily 
associated  with  one  another  at  common  physical 
locations;  and  (4)  reports  can  be  prepared  on 
the  number  of  employees,  their  wages  and 
salaries,  and  other  establishment  type  data. 

A  kind-of -activity  unit  is  a  special  type  of  estab¬ 
lishment  in  that  there  is  no  restriction  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  geographic  area  in  which  the  activ¬ 
ity  of  the  unit  is  carried  on.  The  kind-of-activity 
unit — which  applies  to  activities  such  as  con¬ 
struction,  transportation  and  communi¬ 
cation —  generally  carries  on  the  same  kind  of 
activity  over  a  more  or  less  wide  geographic 
area.  Frequently  separate  records  relating  to 
such  activity  for  a  given  portion  of  the  area  are 
not  maintained. 

An  establishment  is  not  necessarily  identical 
with  a  company  or  legal  entity  or  enterprise, 
which  may  consist  of  one  or  more  establish¬ 
ments.  Also,  it  is  to  be  distinguished  from  or¬ 
ganizational  sub-units  or  departments  within  an 
establishment.  Supplemental  interpretations  of 
the  definition  of  an  establishment  are  included 
in  the  industry  descriptions  of  the  Standard  In¬ 
dustrial  Classification. 

The  SIC  distinguishes  between  central  admin¬ 
istrative  and  auxiliary  establishments — which  are 
primarily  engaged  in  providing  management, 
general  administrative,  and  support  services  for 
other  establishments  of  the  same  company  or 
enterprise  —  and  operating  establishments  — 
which  produce  goods  and  services  primarily  for 
the  general  public  or  for  establishments  owned 
or  controlled  by  other  companies  or  enterprises. 

Activities  of  the  type  performed  at  separate 
administrative  offices  and  auxiliary  establish¬ 
ments  are,  in  fact,  normally  carried  on  as  an 
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integral  part  of  individual  operating  establish¬ 
ments.  Hence,  this  type  of  activity  is  only  par¬ 
tially  measured  by  the  statistics  on  separately 
reported  central  administrative  offices  and  aux¬ 
iliary  establishments. 

(3)  Basis  of  classification 

Each  establishment  is  to  be  classified  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  major  activity  as  defined  by  the  4-digit 
industries.  Major  activity  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  product  or  group  of  products  produced  or 
handled,  or  service  rendered.  Ideally,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  product  or  service  should  be  determined 
by  reference  to  “value  added.”  In  practice,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  rarely  possible  to  obtain  this  informa¬ 
tion  for  individual  products  or  services,  and  it 
becomes  necessary  to  adopt  some  other  criteria^ 
which  may  be  expected  to  give  approximately 
the  same  results. 

(4)  Economic  significance ,  specialization  and 
coverage 

To  be  recognized  as  an  industry,  each  group 
of  establishments  must  have  significance  from 
the  standpoint  of  number  of  persons  employed, 
volume  of  business  and  other  economic  factors, 
such  as  number  of  establishments,  payroll,  or 
value  added.  These  factors  are  taken  into  ac¬ 
count  in  determining  the  economic  significance 
of  an  industry  by  relating  the  totals  for  the  in¬ 
dustry  to  the  average  for  all  industries  in  the 
same  economic  division  (mining,  manufactur¬ 
ing,  etc.). 

Generally  speaking,  an  existing  SIC  industry 
is  considered  to  meet  the  requirements  for  eco¬ 
nomic  significance  if  the  average  of  the  factors 
represents  10  percent  or  more  of  the  average 
industry  in  the  same  division.  A  new  industry, 
however,  should  attain  a  score  of  20  percent  or 
more  of  the  average  industry.  Thus,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  based  on  data  from  the  1972  Census  of 
Manufactures,  the  average  manufacturing  in¬ 
dustry  has  (dollar  figures  in  millions): 

711  establishments 
40,000  employees 
$  356  payroll 
$  785  value  added 
$1,667  shipments 

Note  that  an  exception  to  the  principle  of 
economic  significance  is  found  in  the  grouping 

*  Other  criteria  include  data  on  value  of  production, 
shipments,  sales  or  receipts,  payroll,  number  of  employees, 
etc. 
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of  establishments  into  industries  described  as 
“not  elsewhere  classified.” 

In  order  that  an  industry  at  the  most  detailed 
level  of  classification  properly  reflect  the  activity 
being  measured,  the  output  of  the  establish¬ 
ments  in  the  industry  should  (1)  consist  largely 
of  those  goods  and  services  defining  the  indus¬ 
try  and  (2)  account  for  the  bulk  of  the  specified 
goods  and  services  provided  by  all  establish¬ 
ments. 

For  manufacturing  industries  these  factors 
are  measured  by  the  primary  product  spe¬ 
cialization  and  coverage  ratios,  respectively. 

The  primary  product  specialization  ratio  de¬ 
scribes  the  proportion  of  product  shipments 
(both  primary  and  secondary)  of  the  industry 
represented  by  those  products  defining  the  in¬ 
dustry.  The  coverage  ratio  is  the  proportion  of 
the  products  defining  the  industry  shipped  by 
establishments  classified  in  the  industry  to  total 
shipments  of  such  products  by  all  manufactur¬ 
ing  establishments. 

The  minimum  ratio  for  primary  product  spe¬ 
cialization  is  82.  When  applying  the  specializa¬ 
tion  test,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  an  industry 
may  sometimes  specialize  in  only  one  product 
(malt  or  beet  sugar).  In  other  instances,  estab¬ 
lishments  in  an  industry  may  typically  produce 
and  thus  specialize  in  a  wide  variety  of  products 
(as  in  meat  packing  plants;  blast  furnaces,  steel 
works,  and  rolling  and  finishing  mills;  and  radio 
and  television  transmitting,  signalling,  and  de¬ 
tection  equipment  and  apparatus).  For  varying 
reasons,  industries  have  through  the  years  de¬ 
veloped  a  diverse  manner.  In  such  instances  it  is 
important,  therefore,  that  the  specialization 
ratios  be  applied  and  interpreted  in  the  light  of 
the  typical  product  mix  defining  the  particular 
industry. 

In  applying  coverage  ratio  factors,  separate 
criteria  are  established  for  industries  with  “cap¬ 
tive”  output  within  and  outside  the  industry  as 
distinguished  from  industries  primarily  pro¬ 
ducing  for  commercial  sale.  The  minimum 
coverage  ratio  for  industries  producing  for 
commercial  sale  is  70,  whereas  the  coverage 
ratio  for  all  other  industries  is  50,  except  for  in¬ 
dustries  producing  from  purchased  materials 
(stage  of  process  classification).  The  minimum 
coverage  ratio  for  this  latter  group  of  industries 
(e.g.,  blended  and  prepared  flour,  etc.)  is  33. 
The  coverage  ratio  for  industries  with  signifi¬ 


cant  “captive”  counterparts  (minimum  coverage 
of  50  per  cent)  should  be  computed  on  the  basis 
of  the  proportion  of  total  output  (shipments  for 
sale,  interplant  transfers,  and  production  for 
use  within  the  same  establishment)  accounted 
for  by  the  given  industry  compared  with  total 
output  in  all  industries.  Examples  of  such  in¬ 
dustries  are  Gray  Iron  Foundries,  Automotive 
Stampings,  and  Iron  and  Steel  Forgings. 

Separate  industries  for  establishments 
primarily  engaged  in  activities  that  are  rapidly 
expanding  but  which  do  not  meet  the  quantita¬ 
tive  measures  in  the  usual  reference  statistics 
also  may  be  established.  Such  separate  industry 
identification  will  be  based  on  statistical  evi¬ 
dence  of  current  size,  growth  by  a  specified 
time,  and  on  the  customary  requirements,  other 
than  size,  for  establishing  new  industries.  Pro¬ 
posed  industries  which  meet  the  criteria  only 
marginally  should  also  show  reasonable  recent 
growth  or  evidence  of  future  growth. 

Proposed  industries  should  generally  meet  all 
three  criteria  of  economic  significance,  spe¬ 
cialization,  and  coverage.  However,  industries 
which  are  considerably  larger  in  economic  sig¬ 
nificance  than  required  may  be  acceptable  even 
if  they  are  slightly  low  in  specialization  or  cover¬ 
age.  Thus,  the  specialization  or  coverage 
minimum  requirement  may  be  reduced  by  a 
percentage  point  for  each  doubling  in  economic 
size  of  the  proposed  industry. 

C.  Considerations  in  Evaluating  Proposed 
Changes 

Proposals  for  new  or  amended  industry  defi¬ 
nitions  (4-digit)  as  well  as  for  the  transfer  of 
existing  industries  to  other  Industry  Groups 
(3-digit),  Major  Groups  (2-digit),  or  Economic 
Divisions,  will  be  evaluated  on  the  basis  of  the 
following  considerations. 

(1)  Proposals  for  change  should  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  detailed  statistical  justification  of 
adherence  to  the  criteria  described  in  section  B 
above.  It  is  recognized  that  exact  data  will  not 
always  be  available  nevertheless,  as  much  evi¬ 
dence  as  possible  should  be  provided  to  justify  a 
change.  Changes  that  would  cross  3-digit  and 
2-digit  SIC  lines  require  stronger  justification 
than  those  that  would  be  confined  within  an 
existing  3-digit  Industry  Group.  Here,  espe¬ 
cially,  the  alteration  in  the  size  and  composition 
of  the  Industry  Group  from  which  the  products 
or  services  would  be  taken  must  be  ascertained 
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and  the  proposed  revision  should  strengthen  or 
clarify  and  not  weaken  the  existing  groups. 
Modifications  crossing  industry  division  lines, 
such  as  from  manufacturing  to  nonmanufac¬ 
turing,  would  call  for  even  more  careful  consid¬ 
eration. 

(2)  In  proposing  new  industries,  it  is  essential 
to  recognize  the  effect  of  the  amendments  on 
existing  industries  and  on  the  continuity  of 
statistical  series.  A  significant  weakening  of  a 
statistically  sound  existing  industry  or  series 
would  be  an  argument  against  constituting  a 
new  category.  The  position  paper  by  the  pro¬ 
ponent  for  a  change  must  deal  with  the  conse¬ 
quences  on  the  industries  affected.  Each  estab¬ 
lishment  is  currently  classifiable  in  some  indus¬ 
try.  The  subdivision  of  an  existing  industry  into 
two  or  more  qualifying  industries  would  permit 
the  development  of  statistics  comparable  with 
the  past  and  would,  therefore,  receive  more 
favorable  consideration.  In  order  to  permit 
historical  comparability  to  the  current  SIC,  the 
Technical  Committee  may  transfer  activities  or 
industries  across  Group  lines  and  maintain  them 
within  their  new  Group  as  temporary  separate 
industries,  even  though  they  may  not  meet  the 
criteria  for  size,  specialization,  or  coverage. 
Each  temporary  industry  will  be  combined  with 
another  industry  in  the  new  Group  when  the 
SIC  is  next  revised. 

(3)  Proposed  amendments  will  be  evaluated 
on  the  basis  of  costs,  in  terms  of  time  and  money 
to  government  agencies,  business  and  other 
users  of  the  classification,  incurred  in  changing 
current  records  and  for  collection  of  new  data 
necessary  for  the  revised  code  determination; 
and  effect  of  change  in  terms  of  burden  on  re¬ 
spondent,  or  availability  of  information  in  re¬ 
spondent  records. 

(4)  Proposed  new  industries  will  be  evaluated 
on  the  basis  of  data  from  the  most  current  Eco¬ 
nomic  Census  and  other  appropriate  sources 
relevant  to  the  criteria  followed  in  establishing 
new  industries. 

(5)  The  Technical  Committee  will  take  cogni¬ 
zance  of  the  International  Standard  Industrial 
Classification  (ISIC)  insofar  as  comparability 
with  the  United  States  establishment  SIC  is  af¬ 
fected  by  proposed  revisions. 


(6)  Proposed  industries  must  contain  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  establishments  so  that  agencies 
will  be  able  to  publish  data  within  the  constric¬ 
tion  of  not  revealing  the  operations  of  indi¬ 
vidual  producers. 

(7)  Consideration  will  be  given  to  the  capabil¬ 
ity  for  assessing  the  impact  of  international 
trade  on  proposed  industries. 

D.  Clearance  Procedure 

All  amendments  to  the  1972/1977  edition  of 
the  establishment  SIC  Manual  recommended  by 
the  Technical  Committee  will  be  made  available 
for  public  review  and  comment  prior  to  final 
action  by  the  Committee.  Those  making  pro¬ 
posals  will  be  notified  directly  of  actions  taken; 
others  will  be  advised  through  the  Federal  Re¬ 
gister.  Notice  will  probably  be  issued  in  January, 

1981.  A  60-day  period  will  be  allowed  for  ap¬ 
peals  to  actions  proposed  by  the  Technical 
Committee. 

E.  Clarification  and  Interpretation  of  Industry 
Definitions 

Proposed  amendments  in  present  industry 
definitions  having  no  effect  on  the  scope  of  in¬ 
dustrial  activity  included  but  designed  to  im¬ 
prove  interpretations  of  the  industry,  as  well  as 
all  proposed  new  index  items  and  amendments 
in  present  index  items,  will  be  processed  by  the 
Committee  on  Code  Assignment  and  Interpre¬ 
tation. 

F.  Time  Schedule 

All  proposed  amendments  to  the  1972/1977 
edition  of  the  establishment  SIC  Manual  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Technical 
Committee  on  Industrial  Classification  at  the 
Office  of  Eederal  Statistical  Policy  and  Stand¬ 
ards,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington, 
D.C.,  20230,  as  soon  as  possible,  but  by  no  later 
than  March  30,  1980,  to  permit  transmittal  of 
Technical  Committee  recommendations  to  the 
Office  of  Eederal  Statistical  Policy  and  Stand¬ 
ards  by  January  1,  1981.  The  revised  edition  of 
the  classification  will  be  effective  on  January  1, 

1982. 
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CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


TWO  NEW  SMSA'S  ANNOUNCED 

On  November  14,  1978,  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce  Juanita  M.  Kreps  announced  the  desig¬ 
nation  of  two  new  Standard  Metropolitan 
Statistical  Areas  (SMSA’s),  bringing  the  total 
number  of  SMSA’s  to  283.  The  two  new  areas 
are  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  and  Janesville- 
Beloit,  Wisconsin.  In  addition  to  designating 
two  new  SMSA’s,  Secretary  Kreps  announced 
that  three  cities  qualify  for  inclusion  in  the 
SMSA  titles  for  their  areas  on  the  basis  of  recent 
special  censuses.  These  places  are  Cape  Coral, 
Florida;  Marshall,  Texas;  and  Pasco,  Washing¬ 
ton. 

The  standard  metropolitan  statistical  area  is  a 
statistical  standard  used  in  the  development  and 
presentation  by  Federal  agencies  of  statistical 
information  on  metropolitan  areas.  A  standard 
metropolitan  statistical  area  is  designated  and 
defined  according  to  a  body  of  objective,  pub¬ 
lished  criteria. 

The  code,  title,  and  definition  of  the  areas 
designated  as  new  Standard  Metropolitan 
Statistical  Areas  are  as  follows: 


Code 

Title 

Definition 

3620 

Janesville- 

Rock  County 

Beloit,  W1 

6660 

Rapid  City,  SD 

Pennington  County 
Meade  County 

The  following  previously  designated  Standard 
Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas  are  retitled  as 
follows: 

Code  New  Title  Previous  Title 

2700  Fort  Myers-  Fort  Myers,  FL 

Cape  Coral,  FL 

4420  Longview-Marshall,  Ixtngview,  TX 

TX 

6740  Richland-Ken-  Richland- 

newick-Pasco,  WA  newick,  WA 

(SuZANN  K,  Evinger,  office  of  federal  statis¬ 
tical  POLICY  AND  STANDARDS,  U.S.  DEPARTMENT 

OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (202)  673-7965.) 


AVAILABILITY  OF  THE  FRAMEWORK 

The  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce  has 
recently  issued  A  Framework  for  Planning  U.S. 
Federal  Statistics  for  the  I980’s.  This  440-page 
document  is  available  for  sale  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402  for 
$6.25  a  copy,  stock  number  003-005-00183-2. 

1978  CENSUS  OF  AGRICULTURE 

A  shorter,  simpler  report  form  and  three 
stages  of  sampling  characterize  the  1978  Census 
of  Agriculture  data-collection  program. 

Two  report  forms  will  be  mailed  at  the  end  of 
this  year  to  collect  data  for  counties.  Approxi¬ 
mately  four-fifths  of  the  Nation’s  farmers  and 
ranchers  will  receive  a  4-page  report  form  lim¬ 
ited  to  basic  information  and  land  ownership 
and  use,  sale  value  of  agricultural  products, 
acres  and  production  of  crops,  inventory  and 
sale  of  livestock  and  poultry,  and  selected 
characteristics  of  farm  operators  and  manage¬ 
ment. 

The  remaining  farms  on  the  census  mailing 
list  will  receive  a  5-page  report  form  including 
the  basic  items  and  some  additional  questions 
for  which  county  data  are  urgently  needed.  In¬ 
cluded  are  energy  costs,  other  production  ex¬ 
penses,  selected  equipment,  fertilizer,  fuel  stor¬ 
age  capacity,  pesticides,  and  value  of  land  and 
buildings. 

For  the  first  time,  farm  opierators  will  be  of¬ 
fered  a  summary  sheet  showing  major  census 
results  for  their  county.  Those  who  wish  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  data  will  be  asked  to  indicate  “Yes”  to 
the  question  at  the  end  of  the  rejjort  form. 

Another  major  innovation  for  the  1978  Ag¬ 
riculture  Census  is  the  incorporation  of  an  area 
segment  sample  as  an  integral  part  of  the  cen¬ 
sus.  Independent  area  segment  samples  on  a 
smaller  scale  have  been  used  in  several  prior  ag- 
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riculture  censuses  to  evaluate  the  completeness 
of  the  census,  but  not  to  contribute  additional 
data  to  the  census  totals. 

The  evaluation  samples  have  shown  that  it  is 
not  possible  to  take  a  truly  complete  agriculture 
census,  either  by  direct  enumeration  or  by  mail. 
The  estimated  number  of  missed  farms  in  the 
last  two  enumerator  censuses  were  8.4  percent 
in  1959  and  11.3  percent  in  1964.  In  the  sub¬ 
sequent  two  censuses  taken  by  mail,  the  esti¬ 
mated  number  of  missed  farms  was  15  percent 
for  1969,  and  11  percent  for  1974.  By  combin¬ 
ing  the  two  data-collection  methods,  the  Bureau 
expects  to  reduce  the  missed  farm  rate  to  two  or 
three  percent  for  State  totals. 

The  area  segment  sample  size  is  designed  to 
provide  reliable  estimates  for  States,  but  is  not 
large  enough  to  provide  estimates  for  counties. 
Thus,  in  tables  showing  county  data,  the  area 
segment  contribution  will  be  shown  as  “not  dis¬ 
tributed  by  county.” 

The  third  use  of  sampling  in  the  1978  Ag¬ 
riculture  Census  Program  involves  the  use  of 
several  small  follow-on  surveys  to  be  taken  by 
mail  early  in  1980  for  the  year  1979.  Each  of 
these  will  consist  of  a  sample  of  10,000  to  50,000 
1978  farms  having  the  basic  activities  about 
which  additional  detail  is  needed.  The  samples 
will  be  constructed  to  supply  reliable  estimates 
for  States  or  the  United  States.  Proposed  sub¬ 
jects  include  horticulture  (all  farms  reporting 
horticultural  activity  in  1978),  farm  finance, 
farm  energy  use,  on-farm  irrigation,  and  farm 
structure  and  organization. 

Still  another  major  innovation  for  the  1978 
Agriculture  Census  has  been  the  use  of  a  farm 
and  ranch  identification  survey  as  part  of  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  update  the  census  mailing  list.  It  is  es¬ 
sential  for  the  mailing  list  to  be  as  complete  as 
possible  so  that  the  totals  for  each  county  in  the 
Nation  will  be  accurate.  The  one  sheet  6-item 
identification  survey  served  several  purposes.  It 
identified  operators  and  nonoperators  from 
among  the  names  and  addresses  on  source  lists 
of  agriculture-associated  persons.  It  identified 
alternate  addresses  that  delivered  mail  to  the 
same  person.  It  provided  a  way  to  correct  the 
names  and  addresses  of  persons  confirmed  as 
1978  farm  operators.  It  enabled  the  Bureau  to 
learn  the  names  of  tenants  and  successors  of 
persons  no  longer  operating  part  or  all  of  the 
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land  with  which  they  are  or  formerly  were 
associated. 

By  its  nature,  the  agriculture  census  is  not  a 
short-term  operation.  It  is  the  only  source  of 
county  data  collected  and  tabulated  by  the  same 
set  of  definitions  for  the  entire  Nation.  It  in¬ 
volves  millions  of  census  returns  and  is  a  de¬ 
tailed  report  on  American  agriculture  at 
periodic  intervals.  Nevertheless,  the  Census 
Bureau  plans  to  collect  and  publish  the  data 
within  a  2-year  period.  Individual  county  pre¬ 
liminary  reports  will  be  published  between  Oc¬ 
tober  1979  and  March  1980,  the  Volume  I  final 
reports  of  State  and  county  between  April  and 
December  1980. 

In  1981,  the  Volume  II,  General  Report, 
Statistics  by  Subject,  specialized  reports  such  as 
“Ranking  Counties”  and  the  “Graphic  Sum¬ 
mary,”  and  the  results  of  the  follow-on  sample 
surveys  will  be  published.  (Mary  Burch, 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of 
Commerce,  telephone  (301)  763-5230.) 

PROJECTIONS  OF  EDUCATION  STATISTICS 

The  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics 
recently  released  Projections  of  Education  Statistics 
to  1986-87,  the  14th  in  a  series  of  reports  that 
have  been  issued  annually  since  1964.  This 
publication  provides  projections  of  statistics  for 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  and  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  education.  The  statistics  include 
enrollments,  graduates,  teachers  and  expendi¬ 
tures.  The  projections,  which  supersede  those 
shown  in  Projections  of  Education  Statistics  to 

1985- 86,  1976  edition,  are  based  mainly  on 
1966-67  to  1976-77  National  Center  for  Edu¬ 
cation  Statistics  data  and  cover  the  period  of 
1977-78  to  1986-87  for  the  United  States. 
Table  1  is  a  summary  of  these  projections  and  is 
available  separately  in  a  pocket-sized  folder  as 
Statistics  of  Trends  in  Education,  1966-67  to 

1986- 87,  1977  edition. 

This  publication  is  revised  each  year  in  order 
to  take  into  account  the  most  recent  information 
collected  annually  by  the  National  Center  for 
Education  Statistics  and  the  latest  population 
projections  and  estimates  from  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 

Projections  of  enrollments  in  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  are  based  to  a  large  extent  on 
population  projections.  These  projections  are  of 
particular  interest  because  they  indicate  that  en- 
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rollments  in  these  schools,  which  have  already 
declined  3.3  million  since  reaching  a  high  51.1 
million  in  1969,  are  expected  to  continue  de¬ 
creasing  from  an  estimated  47.8  million  in  1978 
to  44.5  million  in  1983.  Beginning  in  1984,  en¬ 
rollments  in  these  schools  are  expected  to  in¬ 
crease  gradually. 

Most  of  the  projections  in  this  publication  are 
based  on  three  alternative  sets  of  explicitly 
stated  assumptions,  resulting  in  high,  inter¬ 
mediate  and  low  alternative  projections.  Al¬ 
though  the  intermediate  projections  are  the 
“preferred”  set  of  projections,  the  high  and  low 
alternatives  supply  a  range  of  possible  future 
outcomes. 

Copies  of  the  172-page  Projections  of  Educa¬ 
tion  Statistics  to  1986-87  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402  (Stock  Number  017-080-01918-3)  for 
$3.75  a  copy. 

Single  copies  of  the  pocket-sized  folder  Statis¬ 
tics  of  Trends  in  Education  1966-67  to  1986-87 
(NCES  78-404)  are  available  at  no  cost  from  the 
Statistical  Information  Branch,  National  Center 
for  Education  Statistics,  Room  3060,  400  Mary¬ 
land  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20202, 
telephone  (202)  245-8352.  (Jean  Brandes, 
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics, 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare,  telephone  (202)  472-5026.) 

NCES  PROMOTES  STATISTICAL  CAPACITY  OF  STATE 
EDUCATION  AGENCIES 

The  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics 
recently  announced  the  award  of  eight  grants 
totaling  $407,726  to  State  education  agencies  to 
improve  their  long-term  capabilities  to  collect, 
process,  analyze  or  report  statistical  data  about 
education. 

The  eight  states  receiving  grants  are:  Arizona, 
California,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Montana, 
Nebraska  and  Nevada.  The  grants  are  being 
made  under  the  Center’s  new  Capacity-Building 
Program. 

Included  in  the  activities  supported  through 
these  eight  grants  are: 

Design  and  implementation  of  accounting 

systems  for  State  and  local  use  in  the  areas  of 

finance,  staff  and  curriculum. 


Development  of  local  school  district  profiles 
or  information  models  for  use  in  planning. 

Combining  the  various  components  of  educa¬ 
tion  data  (finance,  students,  staff,  etc.)  into 
one  integrated  data  base. 

Upgrading  of  data  processing  expertise,  re¬ 
lated  computer  software  programs,  and 
equipment. 

(Jean  Brandes,  National  Center  for 
Education  Statistics,  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  telephone 
(202)  472-5026.) 

REGISTRATION  AND  VOTING  IN  NOVEMBER 
1976— JURISDICTIONS  COVERED  BY  THE  VOTING 
RIGHTS  ACT  AMENDMENTS  OF  1975 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  recently  re¬ 
leased  a  report  entitled  “Registration  and  Vot¬ 
ing  in  November  1976 — Jurisdictions  Covered 
by  the  Voting  Rights  Act  Amendments  of  1975.” 
The  purpose  of  the  1976  survey  was  to  provide 
rates  of  registration  and  voting  among  citizens 
of  voting  age,  by  race  and  national  origin,  in 
political  subdivisions  subject  to  section  4(a)  of 
the  Voting  Rights  Act  Amendments  of  1975. 
The  survey,  which  was  mandated  by  Public  Law 
94-73,  was  conducted  in  78  political  subdivi¬ 
sions  and  9  States  under  statewide  coverage. 

The  9  States  subject  as  a  whole  to  the 
amended  Voting  Rights  Act  are  Alabama, 
Alaska,  Arizona,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  and  Virginia.  In 
addition,  particular  jurisdictions  (usually  coun¬ 
ties)  in  California,  Colorado,  Florida,  Hawaii, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota,  and 
Wisconsin  were  also  surveyed  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  amended  Act. 

Detailed  tables  in  the  report  provide  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  number  and  percent  of  citizens 
registered  and  voting  in  the  November  1976 
election,  as  reported  by  survey  respondents,  and 
the  number  voting  as  shown  by  election  returns, 
for  each  of  the  States  and  political  subdivisions. 
Moreover,  data  are  shown  for  Whites,  Blacks, 
and  ethnic  origin  groups  as  appropriate  for 
each  jurisdiction  or  State.  Data  are  commonly 
shown  for  persons  of  Spanish  origin  and  herit¬ 
age. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “Registration  and  Vot¬ 
ing  in  November  1976 — Jurisdictions  Covered 
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by  the  Voting  Rights  Act  Amendments  of  1975,” 
Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-23,  No.  74 
(36  pages,  $1.50),  are  for  sale  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402,  or  any 
Department  of  Commerce  district  office.  (Jerry 
T.  Jennings,  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
Department  of  Commerce,  telephone  (301) 
763-5050.) 

FERTILITY  OF  AMERICAN  WOMEN:  JUNE  1977  AND 
JUNE  1978 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  recently  released  a 
report  entitled  “Fertility  of  American  Women: 
June  1977,”  which  covers  the  childbearing  ex¬ 
perience  and  birth  expectations  of  American 
women  based  on  data  collected  in  the  June  1977 
Current  Population  Survey.  Data  analyzed  in 
this  report  show  the  declines  that  have  occurred 
in  the  average  number  of  expected  lifetime 
births  between  the  first  Census  Bureau  study  of 
birth  expectations  in  1967  and  the  1977  survey. 

Survey  findings  presented  in  the  text  of  this 
final  report  also  include  estimates  of  the  num¬ 
bers  of  women  who  expect  to  have  a  child  within 
1  year  of  the  survey  date.  There  is  also  a  brief 
discussion  of  new  data  on  premarital  concep¬ 
tions  and  childbearing  among  ever-married 
women. 

Also  released  at  the  same  time  was  a  report 
entitled  “Fertility  of  American  Women:  June 
1978  (Advance  Report)”  which  documents  the 
stability  in  birth  expectations  among  young 
women  18  to  24  years  old  from  1976  to  1978  at 
below  replacement  level  fertility. 

Copies  of  the  reports,  “Fertility  of  American 
Women:  June  1977,”  Current  Population  Reports, 
Series  P-20,  No.  325  (76  pages,  $2.50)  and 
“Fertility  of  American  Women:  June  1978  (Ad¬ 
vance  Report),”  Current  Population  Reports, 
Series  P-20,  No.  330  (revised)  (1  page,  $0.60) 
may  be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402.  (Martin  O’Connell, 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of 
Commerce,  telephone  (301)  763-5303.) 

BALANCE  SHEET  OF  THE  FARMING  SECTOR 

The  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives 
Service  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  is¬ 
sued  the  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Farming  Sector, 
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1978.  This  annual  publication  presents  statistics 
for  1978  and  earlier  years  on  assets  and 
liabilities  of  the  Nation’s  agriculture.  Physical 
and  financial  assets,  real  estate  and  nonreal  es¬ 
tate  debt  and  proprietors’  equities  are  given  in 
detail.  (Carson  D.  Evans,  ESCS,  Department 
OF  Agriculture,  telephone  (202)  447-7643.) 

RURAL  EDUCATION  AND  RURAL  LABOR  FORCE  IN 
THE  SEVENTIES 

The  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives 
Service  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  re¬ 
cently  issued  a  report  on  Rural  Education  and 
Rural  Labor  Force  in  the  Seventies.  This  study 
explores  the  relationship  between  education  and 
rural  development.  Emphasis  is  placed  on  de¬ 
termining  the  educational  characteristics  of 
rural  workers,  particularly  to  see  if  their 
schooling  compares  with  that  of  those  living  in 
urban  areas.  Although  the  study  focuses  on  the 
educational  background  of  rural  labor  force 
members,  it  is  also  designed  to  give  a  broad  look 
at  the  current  rural  education  using  the  latest 
available  data.  Secondary  data  furnished  by  sev¬ 
eral  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government  were 
used  in  the  report.  (Frank  A.  Fratoe,  ESCS, 
Department  of  Agriculture,  telephone  (202) 
447-8673.) 

GUIDE  TO  CENSUS  DATA  ON  THE  ELDERLY 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  recently  issued  a 
reference  guide  to  Census  data  sources  related 
to  the  elderly.  The  guide,  a  joint  publication 
with  the  Administration  on  Aging,  was  pre¬ 
pared  in  response  to  numerous  requests  for  in¬ 
formation  on  the  social,  demographic,  eco¬ 
nomic,  and  housing  characteristics  of  the  el¬ 
derly.  The  Guide  to  Census  Data  on  the  Elderly  is 
limited  essentially  to  1970  census  data  but  de¬ 
scribes  some  data  available  from  selected  annual 
surveys  and  special  tabulations  conducted  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  since  1970. 

There  are  two  main  data  source  tables  on 
population  and  housing.  Sources  in  these  tables 
are  cross-referenced  by  subject  and  geographic 
availability  and  indicate  if  the  data  are  available 
for  racial  and  ethnic  populations  as  well  as 
whether  the  data  are  available  in  printed  reports 
or  on  computer  tapes.  In  addition,  there  are  de¬ 
scriptions  of  the  1970  census  printed  report 
series,  census  summary  tapes,  and  other  sources 
of  information  available  since  the  1970  census. 
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To  further  assist  the  researcher,  an  alphabetical 
subject  index  is  provided.  Copies  of  the  guide 
are  available  ($2.50,  GPO  Stock  No.  003-024- 
01634-6)  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20402,  Library  of  Congress 
number  78-606110.  (John  Speight,  Bureau  of 
THE  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  tele¬ 
phone  (301)  763-2453.) 

INTERNATIONAL  COMPARISONS  OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  recently  is¬ 
sued  International  Comparisons  of  Unemployment, 
Bulletin  1979  (Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  1978) 
which  presents  and  analyzes  comparative  data 
on  the  labor  force,  employment,  unemploy¬ 
ment,  and  related  topics  for  nine  industrial 
countries.  The  data  have  been  adjusted  to  U.S. 
concepts  to  facilitate  comparisons,  and  the 
methods  used  by  BLS  to  make  these  adjust¬ 
ments  are  described  in  detail. 

This  168-page  bulletin  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402,  for  $3.00  a  copy.  (John  Chandler, 
Office  of  Productivity  and  Technology, 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Department  of 
Labor,  telephone  (202)  523-9291.) 

PRODUCTIVITY  INDEXES  FOR  SELECTED  INDUSTRIES 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  recently 
released  Productivity  Indexes  for  Selected  Industries, 
1978  Edition,  Bulletin  2002  (Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  1978),  which  contains  data  covering 
the  years  1947  to  1977. 

This  bulletin  updates  indexes  of  output  per 
employee  hour  and  output  per  employee  for  the 
industries  included  in  the  U.S.  Government’s 
industry  productivity  measurement  program, 
along  with  related  measures  of  output, 
employment,  and  employee  hours.  In  addition, 
this  issue  contains  measures  for  six  industries 
previously  not  covered:  electric  lamps,  house¬ 
hold  furniture,  laundry  and  cleaning  services, 
lighting  fixtures,  electric  motors  and  gen¬ 
erators,  and  veneer  and  plywood. 

Copies  of  this  247-page  bulletin  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  $4.50  a  copy  from  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402  or  from  any 


BLS  regional  office.  (Charles  W.  Ardolini, 
Division  of  Industry  Productivity  Studies, 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Department  of 
Labor,  telephone  (202)  523-9244.) 

FOUR  NEW  SOCIAL  SECURITY  BULLETIN  REPORTS 

The  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  of  the 
Social  Security  Administration  recently  issued 
the  following  Social  Security  Bulletin  reports 
which  are  briefly  described. 

Private  Health  Insurance  Plans  in  1976:  An 
Evaluation  (Social  Security  Bulletin,  September 
1978). — This  article  presents  the  most  recent 
data  on  the  private  health  insurance  industry. 
Private  insurers  collected  a  record  $39.4  billion 
in  premiums  and  returned  $35  billion  in  bene¬ 
fits  to  their  subscribers  in  1976 — reflecting  the 
steadily  rising  health  care  cost,  higher  utiliza¬ 
tion,  and  the  demand  for  expanded  services. 
The  industry  experienced  a  net  underwriting 
loss  of  $611  million,  mainly  in  the  group  busi¬ 
ness  of  insurance  companies.  About  77  percent 
of  the  civilian  population  had  some  form  of  pri¬ 
vate  hospital  and  surgical  insurance.  Lesser 
proportions  were  covered  for  other  types  of 
care.  About  12-13  percent  of  the  population 
under  age  65  had  no  economic  protection 
against  the  costs  of  illness  or  health-related 
care — under  either  a  private  insurance  plan  or  a 
public  program.  Though  most  of  the  aged  were 
covered  by  Medicare,  some  13-15  million 
bought  private  insurance  to  close  the  gaps  in  the 
Federal  program. 

Student  OASDI  Beneficiaries:  Program  utilization 
and  Educational  Aspirations  (Social  Security  Bulle¬ 
tin,  September  1978). — This  article  examines 
the  timing  of  social  security  benefits  paid  to  stu¬ 
dents  aged  18-21  and  the  appropriateness  of  the 
administrative  provisions  governing  payment 
that  relate  to  educational  careers.  Of  the  nearly 
2  million  children  aged  18-21  estimated  to  be 
eligible  in  1972,  about  one-third  were  actually- 
receiving  benefits  at  the  end  of  the  year.  School 
enrollments  rates  by  age  and  race  for  the  ben¬ 
eficiary  and  total  populations  were  remarkably 
similar.  Sixty-eight  percent  of  those  in  sample 
were  expected  to  have  fulfilled  their  under¬ 
graduate  plans  before  benefits  were  terminated 
because  of  the  age  cutoff.  Analysis  revealed  that 
the  amount  of  the  monthly  benefit  has  a  signifi¬ 
cant  relationship  with  the  student’s  plans  to 
continue  in  school.  The  median  cumulative 
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benefit  received  was  projected  to  be  just  over 
$5,000  for  those  intending  4  or  more  years  of 
college. 

Cash  Benefits  for  Short-Term  Sickness,  1948-76 
{Social  Security  Bulletin,  October  1978). — This 
article  analyzes  trends  in  income-loss  and  bene¬ 
fit  payments  to  workers  during  periods  of 
short-term  sickness.  In  contrast  to  national  pro¬ 
grams  that  replace  other  forms  of  income  loss, 
only  five  States,  one  other  jurisdiction,  and  a 
single  industry  require  wage-replacement  pro¬ 
tection  for  short-term  sickness.  Voluntary  plans 
cover  a  substantial  number  of  additional  work¬ 
ers.  Many  of  the  historical  statistics  have  been 
revised  back  to  1967  as  a  result  of  new  informa¬ 
tion  on  sick  leave  payments.  The  effects  of  the 
new  data  on  the  benefit  series  are  examined,  as 
are  trends  in  the  provision  of  sickness  benefits 
for  maternity — an  issue  subject  to  considerable 
recent  controversy. 

The  1973  CPS-IRS-SSA  Exact  Match  Study  (So¬ 
cial  Security  Bulletin,  October  1978). — This  arti¬ 
cle  attempts  to  provide  an  overview  of  the  tech¬ 
niques  employed  in  the  exact  match  study, 
which  links  survey  records  for  persons  in  the 
March  1973  Current  Population  Survey  to  their 
respective  earnings  and  benefit  information  in 
SSA  administrative  records  and  to  selected  items 
from  their  1972  IRS  individual  income  tax  re¬ 
turns.  Among  the  topics  discussed  are  the  con¬ 
fidentiality  requirements  in  force  during  the 
project.  The  study  goals  are  described  and  a  list 
of  some  of  the  completed  research  is  provided. 

Reprints  of  the  articles  are  available  from  the 
Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and 
Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration,  Room 
1120,  Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connec¬ 
ticut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009, 
telephone  (202)  673-5209.  The  Social  Security 
Bulletin  is  available  by  subscription,  at  $14  a  year 
through  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (Robert  E.  Robinson,  Social  Security 


Administration,  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare,  telephone  (202) 
673-5576.) 

SCIENCE  RESOURCES  STUDIES  HIGHLIGHTS 

The  following  Science  Resources  Studies  High¬ 
lights  have  been  recently  released  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Science  Foundation: 

“Work  Activities  of  Doctoral  Scientists  and 
Engineers  Show  Substantial  Change  Between 
1973  and  1977”  (NSF  78-316)  summarizes 
findings  from  the  third  in  a  series  of  biennial 
surveys  of  doctorate-holding  scientists  and  en¬ 
gineers  in  the  United  States.  The  surveys  are 
conducted  by  the  National  Research  Council/ 
National  Academy  of  Sciences  for  the  National 
Science  Foundation.  The  data  are  shown  by  sex, 
race,  employment  status,  type  and  sector  of 
employment,  and  primary  work  activity. 

“Defense  and  Space  Lead  in  Federal  R&D 
Growth  in  the  1979  Budget”  (NSF  78-317)  dis¬ 
cusses  the  findings  from  a  forthcoming  report. 
An  Analysis  of  Federal  Ri^D  Funding  by  Function, 
Fiscal  Years  1969-1979.  The  15  functional 
categories  that  make  up  the  structure  were  cho¬ 
sen  to  make  visible  the  chief  objectives  of  R&D 
programs  in  the  1979  budget.  In  this  bulletin, 
summary  data  are  given  for  each  function  and 
graphic  presentations  show  a  11-year  trend. 

Copies  of  these  Science  Resources  Studies  High¬ 
lights  are  available  gratis  from  the  Division  of 
Science  Resources  Studies,  1800  G  Street,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20550. 

Detailed  Statistical  Tables.  Graduate  Science 
Education:  Student  Support  and  Postdoctorals, 
Fall  1977  (NSF  78-315)  is  available  gratis  from 
the  Division  of  Science  Resources  Studies,  Na¬ 
tional  Science  Foundation,  1800  G  Street,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20550.  (Charles  E.  Falk, 
Division  of  Science  Resources  Studies, 
National  Science  Foundation,  telephone 
(202)  634-4622.) 
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SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR  PRINCIPAL 
FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

January  1979 

Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsi-  month  covering  release  dates  for  the  following 
ble  for  the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the  month.  The  indicators  are  identified  by  the  title 

Federal  Government  are  given  below.  These  are  of  the  releases  in  which  they  are  included;  the 

target  dates  that  will  be  met  in  the  majority  of  source  agency;  the  release  identification 

cases.  Occasionally  agencies  may  be  able  to  release  number  where  applicable;  and  the  Business  Con- 

data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be  forced  by  unavoida-  ditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  all  BCD  series 

ble  compilation  problems  to  release  a  report  one  or  included,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  in- 

more  days  later.  formation  for  additional  series  can  be  found  in 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each  publications  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 

(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 

Date  Subject  Data  For 

January  2  Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release), 

Census,  C-30  (69)  .  November 

3  Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories, 

and  Orders,  Census  (65)  .  November 

3  Open  Market  Money  Rates  and  Bond  Prices, 

FRB,  G.  13 .  December 

3  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

Federal  Reserve  Board  (FRB),  H.4.2. 

(72,112)  . Week  Ending  December  27 

4  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85, 

102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  December  27 

4  Eactors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 

Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.1  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  January  3 

5  Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  G.  19  (66,  1 13) .  November 

9  Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders, 

Census,  M4-A .  November 

10  Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  Release), 

Census  (54) .  December 

10  Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release). 

Census,  BW .  November 

10  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  H.4.2.  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  January  3 

1 1  Crop  Production,  Agriculture  .  January  1 
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Date 


Subject 


Data  For 


January  1 1  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6 

(85,  102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  January  3 

1 1  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks  (FRB), 

H.4.1.  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  January  10 

1 1  Producer  Price  Indexes  (Press  release). 


Bureau  of  l^bor  Statistics  (BLS)  (330-334) .  December 

12  The  Employment  Situation  (Press  release), 

BLS  (1,  3,  21,  37,  40-44,  91,  340,  442,  444-448, 

451-452) .  December 

15  Food  Assistance  Program  Results,  Agriculture _  November 

15  Industrial  Production  and  Related  data,  FRB, 

0.12.3(47,73-76) .  December 

15  Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year 

Mortgages,  HUD  (1 18) .  January  1 

15  Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales, 

BEA  (31,  56,  71)  .  November 

17  Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20 

(28,  29) .  December 

17  Output,  Capacity,  and  Capacity  Utilization 

FRB,  G.3  (82,  84)  .  December 

17  Condition  Report  of  I.arge  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  H.4.2.  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  January  10 

18  Personal  Income,  BEA  (223)  .  December 


18  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6 

(85,  102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  January  10 

18  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  H.4I  . Week  Ending  January  17 


19  Cattle  on  Feed,  Agriculture  .  4  Q’78 

19  Gross  National  Product  (Preliminary),  BEA 

(200,205,210) .  4  Q78 

23  Supply  Demand  Estimates, 


Agriculture  . Current  Marketing  Season 

23  Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers 

Shipments  and  Orders  (Press  release). 

Census,  M3-1,  (6,  24,  25,  96,  548)  .  December 

24  Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury 

Bulletin  (1 15,  1 16)  .  November 

24  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  H.4.2  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  January  17 

24  Consumer  Price  Index  (Press  release), 

BLS  (320-322)  .  December 

24  Real  Earnings  (Press  release),  BLS  (341) .  December 
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Dale 


Subject 


Data  For 


January  25  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

107,  108)  . Week  Ending  January  17 

25  Grain  Stock  Report,  Agriculture .  January  1 

25  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  H.4.1  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  January  24 

25  Housing  Vacancies  (Press  release). 


Census,  H-1 1 1  .  4  Q  ’78 

26  Major  Collective  Bargaining  Settlements 

(Press  release),  BLS  348,  349  .  4  Q  ’78 

26  Productivity  and  Cx)sts  in  Private,  Nonfarm 
Business,  and  Manufacturing  Sectors 

(Press  release),  BLS .  4  Q  ’78 

26  l^bor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release), 

Bl^  (2,  3,  4) .  December 

29  Work  Stoppages  (Press  release),  BLS .  December 

30  Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census, 

FT-900  (602,  612) .  December 

31  Composite  Indexes  of  Leading,  Coincident,  and 

Lagging  Indicators  (Press  release),  BEA .  December 

31  Agricultural  Prices,  Agriculture  .  Mid-January 

31  Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories, 

and  Orders,  Census  (65) .  December 

3  i  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial 

Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2  (72,  112) . Week  Ending  January  24 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Dr.  J.  B.  Penn  has  rejoined  the  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  as  Deputy  Administrator  for  Economics  in  the  Eco¬ 
nomics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service.  Dr.  Penn’s 
previous  assignment  was  as  Senior  Staff  Economist  with 
the  President’s  Council  of  Economic  Advisors. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

National  Bureau  of  Standards:  Joan  R.  Rosenblatt,  after 
nine  years  as  Chief  of  the  Statistical  Engineering  Labora¬ 
tory,  is  now  Deputy  Director  of  the  Center  for  Applied 
Mathematics  at  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards.  Harry 
Ku  is  now  Chief  of  the  Statistical  Engineering  Laboratory 
at  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards. 

NATIONAL  SCIENCE  FOUNDATION 

Division  of  Science  Resources  Studies:  Alan  Fechter,  for¬ 
merly  Senior  Research  Associate,  Urban  Institute,  is  now 


Head,  Scientific  and  Technical  Personnel  Studies  Section. 
Ruth  E.  Siegel,  formerly  a  Professional  Assistant  in  the 
Directorate  for  Biological,  Behavioral,  and  Social  Sci¬ 
ences,  National  Science  Foundation,  is  now  a  Program 
Analyst  in  the  Government  Studies  Group,  R&D  Economic 
Studies  Section.  Margaret  R.  Grucza,  formerly  an  As¬ 
sistant  Program  Director  in  the  Directorate  for  Biological, 
Behavioral,  and  Social  Sciences,  National  Science  Foun¬ 
dation,  is  now  a  Program  Analyst  in  the  Industry  Studies 
Group,  R&D  Economic  Studies  Section. 

DEATH 

Julius  Shiskin,  Commissioner  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  since  1973,  died  October  28,  1978.  Prior  to  be¬ 
coming  Commissioner  of  BLS,  he  was  head  of  the  former 
Statistical  Policy  Division  in  the  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget,  the  predecessor  of  the  Office  of  Federal 
Statistical  Policy  and  Standards. 


For  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  20402.  Price:  85  cents  (single  copy).  Subscription  Price:  $9.70  domestic  postpaid; 
$3.30  additional  foreign  mailing. 
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Periodicals  from  BLS 


The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  is  one  of  the  Nation’s  principal 
economic  fact-finding  agencies.  BLS  publishes  seven  periodicals  for  sale  to  the  public. 


Monthly  Labor  Review 

The  oldest  and  most 
authoritative  Government 
research  journal  in 
economics  and  social 
sciences.  Book  reviews, 
developments  in  indus¬ 
trial  relations,  labor 
cases. 

$16  a  year. 


Current  Wage 
Developments 

Reports  on  specific  wage 
and  benefit  changes  from 
collective  bargaining 
agreements.  Includes 
detailed  statistics  on 
employee  compensation. 

$12  a  year. 


CPI  Detailed  Report 

The  most  comprehensive 
report  on  monthly  con¬ 
sumer  price  indexes  and 
rates  of  change.  Includes 
data  on  commodity  and 
service  groups  for  23 
cities. 

$9  a  year. 


Employment  and 
Earnings 

A  report  on  labor  force, 
employment,  and  earn¬ 
ings.  Current  statistics 
for  the  Nation  as  a  whole, 
individual  States,  and 
more  than  200  areas. 

$18  a  year. 


Wholesale  Prices  and 
Price  Indexes 

Wholesale  price  move¬ 
ments  including  those  of 
industrial  commodities 
and  farm  products, 
processed  foods,  and 
feeds.  Greater  detail 
than  available  elsewhere. 
Tables  and  charts. 

$16  a  year. 


Occupational  Outlook 
Quarterly 

Helps  pinpoint  tomor¬ 
row’s  jobs  and  their 
requirements  in  easy-to- 
read  form.  Brings 
Occupational  Outlook 
Handbook  up-to-date, 
gives  pay,  background 
needed. 

$4  four  issues. 


Chartbook  on  Prices, 
Wages,  and  Productivity 

Trends  in  key  economic 
indicators  and  com¬ 
parisons  shown  in  both 
tabular  and  graphic  form 
month-to-month  and 
within  historic  context. 

$11  a  year. 


To  subscribe  to  the  Monthly  Labor  Review,  write 
to  the  Monthly  Labor  Review,  Box  353,  La  Plata, 
Md.  20646. 

To  subscribe  to  other  BLS  periodicals,  write  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C.  20402.  For 
subscriptions  to  foreign  countries,  add  25  per¬ 
cent  to  all  prices. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents. 


in  the  changing  world  oj  income  maintenance  and  health  insurance 
there ’s  nothing  like  knowing  and  knowing  that  you  know 


subscribe  to  the  Soda!  Security 

BULLETIN 

available  now  at  a  new,  lower  price 


US. 

Department 
of  Health 
Education 
and  Welfare 

Social  Security 
Administration 


$14.  $17.^0 

a  year  in  U.S.A.  in  all  other  countries 
(formerly  $18.55)  (formerly  $23.20) 


Through  articles  and  short  features  prepared  by 
experts  in  their  fields,  the  Social  Security 
Bulletin  each  month  assesses  changes  in 
social-insurance  and  income-maintenance 
programs  and  their  impact  on  individuals  and 
the  economy.  Many  studies  focus  directly  on 
the  old-age,  survivors,  disability,  and  health 
insurance  program  and  cover,  for  example, 
such  subjects  as  women's  and  younger 
workers'  future  retirement  benefits  and 
Medicare's  effect  on  the  aged  and  disabled 
populations.  Also  measured  is  the  economic 
situation  of  the  low-income  population  and 
the  impact  of  supplemental  security  income 
benefits.  Other  articles  document  new 
developments  in  private  insurance  and 
employee  benefits;  foreign  social  security 


systems,  and  programs  such  as  railroad 
retirement,  workers'  compensation,  and 
unemployment  insurance.  Year  by  year 
changes  in  national  expenditures  for  health 
and  social  welfare  are  reported.  A  special 
section  in  each  Bulletin  issue  is  devoted  to 
current  operating  statistics  from  social 
security  and  related  programs.  In  addition  to 
the  12  monthly  magazines,  subscribers  also 
receive  the  Annual  Statistical  Supplement  to 
the  Bulletin  featuring  an  extensive 
compilation  of  general  time-series  data  on 
social  security  and  the  economy  as  well  as 
interprogram  data,  program  definitions,  and 
historical  summaries  of  social  security 
legislation. 


Enclosed  find  S  (check,  nwney  order,  or  Superintendent  of  Documents 
coupons  only).  Please  enter  my  subscription  to  the  Social  Security  Bulletin. 
Subscription  price— $14.00  a  year;  foreign  $17.50. 
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AGENCY  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  DISTRIBUTION 
AND  NEWS  ITEMS 


Telephone 

Agriculture: 

Donald  W.  Barrowman 
Economics,  Statistics  & 
Cooperatives  Service 

447-6201 

Commerce: 

Tim  Coss 

Office  of  Publications 

377-4233 

Census: 

Harold  Nisselson 

763-2562 

Jeffrey  Hall  (news  items) 

763-7454 

BEA: 

Ago  Ambre 

523-0777 

Ann  Winkler  (personnel  notes) 

523-0890 

Defense: 

Mary  Frances  White. 

OSD  Comptroller 

695-6365 

Energy: 

Pamela  H  Kacser 

254-8725 

HEW: 

Wray  Smith,  Office  of  Sec 

472-3113 

PHS: 

Gooloo  Wunderlich,  OAS 
for  Health 

Louise  Kirby,  NCHS 

472-7921 

(news  items) 

Evelyn  W.  Gordon, 

436-8500 

Food  and  Drug 

443^190 

NCES: 

0.  Jean  Brandes 

472-5026 

SSA: 

John  J.  Carroll,  Asst  Comsnr 
for  Research  &  Statistics 

(news  items) 

Robert  Robinson,  ORS 

673-5602 

(distribution) 

673-5576 

HUD: 

Marilyn  C.  Fine 

755-9083 

IASI: 

Susana  Moncayo 

381-8285 

Interior: 

William  L.  Kendig  (distribution) 
Office  of  Management 
Consulting 

343-2195 

Katherine  Harding,  Bureau  of 
Mines  (news  items) 

634-4770 

Justice: 

Steve  Schroffel,  INS 

376-8377 

Labor: 
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Office  of  the  Secretary 

961-2001 
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BLS: 

Henry  Lowenstern 
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